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Abstract
The zeros of Jn(z)± i Jn+1(z) and [Jn+1(z)]2 − Jn(z)Jn+2(z) play an important role in certain physical applications. At
the origin these functions have a zero of multiplicity n (if n¿1) and 2n+2, respectively. We prove that all the zeros that
lie in C0 are simple. ZEBEC (Kravanja et al., Comput. Phys. Commun. 113(2–3) (1998) 220–238) is a reliable software
package for calculating zeros of Bessel functions of the :rst, the second, or the third kind, or their :rst derivatives. It
can be easily extended to calculate zeros of any analytic function, provided that the zeros are known to be simple. Thus,
ZEBEC is the package of choice to calculate the zeros of Jn(z)± i Jn+1(z) or [Jn+1(z)]2− Jn(z)Jn+2(z). We tabulate the :rst
30 zeros of J5(z) − i J6(z) and J10(z) − i J11(z) that lie in the fourth quadrant as computed by ZEBEC. c© 2001 Elsevier
Science B.V. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction
We focus on the complex zeros of the entire functions
z → Jn(z)± i Jn+1(z) (1)
and
z → [Jn+1(z)]2 − Jn(z)Jn+2(z); (2)
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Let Fn(z) := Jn(z)− i Jn+1(z) and Gn(z) := [Jn+1(z)]2 − Jn(z)Jn+2(z).
The zeros of Fn(z) and Gn(z) play an important role in certain physical applications. The zeros
of F0(z) are of interest to the specialist in the problem of water wave run-up on a sloping beach,
(cf. [8]). The equation Fn(z)= 0 arises in problems of wave reHection from composite beaches, i.e.,
beaches with multiple slopes [10]. MacDonald [6] used the zeros of G0(z) to plot representative
streamlines for the steady motion of a viscous Huid in a long tube, of constant radius, which rotates
about its axis (the zˆ-axis) with an angular velocity that changes discontinuously at zˆ = 0 from one
constant value to another of the same sign.
MacDonald derived asymptotic formulae for the zeros of F0(z); Fn(z) and Gn(z) in [5,6] and
[7], respectively. These formulae permit to locate zeros of large modulus. MacDonald observed that
the accuracy of the asymptotic formulae for the zeros of Fn(z) deteriorates as n increases. Also,
asymptotic formulae may be inadequate for smaller zeros. These have to be computed by some
numerical procedure. To obtain the smaller zeros of Fn(z), MacDonald [7] truncated the ascending
series of Fn(z) and calculated the zeros of the truncated series via Newton’s method.
In this paper we suggest to use the software package ZEBEC [4] to compute zeros of (1) or (2).
ZEBEC is a reliable package for calculating zeros of Bessel functions. More speci:cally, given a rec-





 (z) or their :rst derivatives, where z ∈ C \ (−∞; 0] and 
 ∈ R, that lie inside this region. The
package can be easily extended to calculate zeros of any analytic function, provided that the zeros
are known to be simple. We will show that all the zeros of (1) and (2) that lie in C0 are simple.
Hence ZEBEC is the package of choice to calculate these zeros. 1
This paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we list some well-known properties of the Bessel
function Jn(z) that we need in the sequel. In Sections 3 and 4, we summarize relevant properties
of the zeros of (1) and (2), respectively. At z = 0 these functions have a zero of multiplicity n (if
n¿1) and 2n+ 2, respectively. We prove that all the zeros that lie in C0 are simple. In Section 5,
we examine how ZEBEC can be used to calculate zeros of (1) or (2). We tabulate the :rst 30 zeros
of J5(z)− i J6(z) and J10(z)− i J11(z) that lie in the fourth quadrant as computed by ZEBEC.
2. Properties of Jn(z)
We will need the following properties of Jn(z).
• Symmetry (this follows immediately from (3)):
Jn( Mz) = Jn(z); Jn(−z) = (−)nJn(z): (4)
1 The package is part of the CPC Program Library. For more information on how to obtain ZEBEC, we refer the reader
to the URL http:==www.cpc.cs.qub.ac.uk=cpc=cgi-bin=list summary.pl=?CatNumber=ADIO.
P. Kravanja, P. Verlinden / Journal of Computational and Applied Mathematics 132 (2001) 237–245 239





























eizt(1− t2)n−(1=2) dt: (8)
• Every zero of Jn(z) is simple, the only possible exception being the origin [2, Section 7:2:9].
In view of (5) this can also be expressed as follows:
Jn(z) = Jn+1(z) = 0⇒ z = 0; n¿ 0: (9)
• The inequality (cf. [9])
[Jn+1(z)]
2 − Jn(z)Jn+2(z)¿ [Jn+1(z)]
2
n+ 2
; z ¿ 0: (10)
3. The zeros of Jn(z)± iJn+1(z)
The symmetry properties (4) imply that
Jn(z) + i Jn+1(z) = Fn( Mz) = (−)nFn(−z);
where Fn(z)=Jn(z)− i Jn+1(z). Hence, the zeros of Jn(z)+i Jn+1(z) are the reHections of the zeros of
Fn(z) about the real axis and these zeros are symmetric with respect to the imaginary axis. Therefore,
we will restrict our attention to the zeros of the function Fn(z) in the right half-plane.
If n¿1, then Jn(z) has a zero of multiplicity n at the origin, whereas Jn+1(z) has a zero of
multiplicity n+ 1 at the origin. Therefore, when n¿1, the function Fn(z) has a zero of multiplicity
n at the origin. However, it has no other real zeros.
Theorem 1. Except for z = 0; the function Fn(z) has no zeros on the real axis.
Proof. Suppose that z? ∈ R0 is such that
Jn(z?)− i Jn+1(z?) = 0:
As Jn(z) and Jn+1(z) take real values on the real axis, it follows that Jn(z?)=Jn+1(z?)=0. However,
this is impossible by (9).
Except for z = 0, the function Fn(z) has no zeros on the imaginary axis. This is a corollary of
the following theorem.
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Theorem 2. The following integral representation holds:






eizt(1 + t)n−(1=2)(1− t)n+(1=2) dt:


































(1− t2)n−(1=2)2t dt: (11)
By adding (8) and (11) one obtains the given integral representation for Jn(z)− i Jn+1(z).
Note: The functions Jn(z)± i Jn+1(z) also play a role in asymptotics of orthogonal polynomials on
the unit circle [1,12]. The integral representation given in the previous theorem can also be found
in [12].
Corollary 3. Except for z = 0; the functions Fn(z) have no zeros on the imaginary axis.
Proof. This follows immediately from the fact that the integrand (and thus also the integral) in the
representation given in the previous theorem is positive if z lies on the imaginary axis.
Theorem 4. All the zeros of Fn(z) lie in the lower half-plane.
Proof. See [10].
We already know that Fn(z) has a zero of multiplicity n at the origin if n¿1. The following
theorem tells us that all the other zeros are simple.
Theorem 5. The zeros of Fn(z) that lie in C0 are simple.
Proof. Suppose that z? ∈ C0 is a multiple zero of Fn(z) = Jn(z)− i Jn+1(z). Then
Fn(z?) = Jn(z?)− i Jn+1(z?) = 0 (12)
and
F ′n(z
?) = J ′n(z
?)− i J ′n+1(z?) = 0:










1− i n+ 1
z?
)
Jn+1(z?) = 0: (13)
Eqs. (12) and (13) represent a homogeneous linear system in Jn(z?) and Jn+1(z?). Its determinant
is equal to i(2n + 1)=z? = 0. It follows that Jn(z?) = Jn+1(z?) = 0, which is in contradiction with
(9). This proves that all the zeros of Fn(z) that lie in C0 are simple.
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4. The zeros of [Jn+1(z)]2 − Jn(z)Jn+2(z)
If z? is a zero of Gn(z) = [Jn+1(z)]
2 − Jn(z)Jn+2(z), then (4) immediately implies that the same
holds for z? and −z?. In other words, the zeros of Gn(z) are symmetric with respect to the real
axis and about the origin. Thus, we may restrict our attention to one quadrant in the complex plane,
for example the :rst quadrant.
If n¿1, then Jn(z) has a zero of multiplicity n at the origin. The Bessel functions Jn+1(z) and
Jn+2(z) have a zero of multiplicity n+ 1; n+ 2, respectively, at the origin. Therefore, if n¿1, then
Gn(z)=[Jn+1(z)]
2−Jn(z)Jn+2(z) has a zero of multiplicity ¿2n+2 at the origin. Using Taylor series
(3) one can easily verify that the multiplicity is in fact equal to 2n+ 2. This holds also in the case
n=0. Inequality (10) implies that no zero exists on the positive real axis, and, by symmety, neither
on the negative real axis. In Corollary 7, we will show that no zeros exist on the imaginary axis,
except the origin.
Theorem 6. G′n(z) = (2=z)Jn(z)Jn+2(z) for all z = 0.
Proof. Using the diQerentiation formulae (5) and (6), we have
G′n(z) = 2Jn+1(z)J
′
n+1(z)− Jn(z)J ′n+2(z)− J ′n(z)Jn+2(z)
= 2Jn+1(z)
(

















Jn+2(z) + Jn(z)− 2(n+ 1)z Jn+1(z)
)
:
By the recurrence relation (7), the last term vanishes and the proof is complete.
Corollary 7. Except for z=0; the function [Jn+1(z)]
2− Jn(z)Jn+2(z) has no zeros on the imaginary
axis.
Proof. De:ne fn() : R → R :  → Gn(i). Suppose this function has a real zero besides  = 0.
Then by Rolle’s theorem, its derivative vanishes in some real point between this zero and  = 0.
However, this is impossible since f′n() vanishes only at the origin. Indeed, using Theorem 6 and
























The in:nite sums in this expression are positive for real , since each of their terms is positive.
Hence, f′n() vanishes only at the origin.
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Corollary 8. The zeros of [Jn+1(z)]
2 − Jn(z)Jn+2(z) that lie in C0 are simple.
Proof. Suppose that z? ∈ C0 is a multiple zero of Gn(z), then
Gn(z?) = [Jn+1(z?)]






Solving this system in Jn(z?); Jn+1(z?) and Jn+2(z?), we have either
Jn(z?) = Jn+1(z?) = 0
or
Jn+2(z?) = Jn+1(z?) = 0:
However, both cases are in contradiction with (9).
5. Numerical results
Kravanja et al. [4] wrote a reliable software package, called ZEBEC, for computing zeros of Bessel





 (z), or their :rst derivatives, where z ∈ C \ (−∞; 0] and 
 ∈ R, that lie inside a given rectangle
whose edges are parallel to the coordinate axes. The Bessel functions are evaluated via the package
BESSCC written by Thompson and Barnett [11].
ZEBEC starts by computing the total number of zeros N that lie inside the given rectangular box.









where f(z) denotes one of the four Bessel functions that we have just mentioned or its :rst derivative,
and  is the boundary of the given box. If the box contains only one zero, then this zero is calculated,
up to a requested accuracy, via the package CHABIS [13], which implements a generalized method of
bisection called characteristic bisection. Else, the box is subdivided into two equal boxes by halving
its longest edge, and the whole process is repeated: the value of (14) is calculated for one of these
boxes, etc. For more details, we refer to Kravanja et al. [4].






 (z) and their :rst derivatives,
but it can be easily extended to calculate zeros of any analytic function f(z) whose zeros are
known to be simple, provided that a Fortran-77 routine exists to evaluate the logarithmic derivative
f′(z)=f(z). In Sections 3 and 4 we have shown that all the zeros of Fn(z) = Jn(z) − i Jn+1(z) and
Gn(z)=[Jn+1(z)]
2−Jn(z)Jn+2(z) that lie in C0 are simple. The zeros of these functions can therefore




J ′n(z)− i J ′n+1(z)








it seems that one has to evaluate Jn(z); J ′n(z); Jn+1(z); J
′
n+1(z) and Jn(z); Jn+1(z); Jn+2(z) to compute
F ′n(z)=Fn(z) and G
′
n(z)=Gn(z), respectively. However, relations (5)–(7) imply that it is suRcient to
compute Jn(z) and Jn+1(z).
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Table 1
Approximations for the :rst 30 zeros of































We have calculated the :rst 30 zeros of J5(z)− i J6(z) that lie in the fourth quadrant. The results
are shown in Table 1. The reader may compare these with the values given by MacDonald [7, Table
7, p. 633]. ZEBEC uses the following stopping criterion. Termination occurs if CHABIS estimates that
the modulus of the function value at an approximate zero is at most , or if the diameter of the box
that represents an approximate zero is less than 4. We have set = 10−13.
We have also calculated the :rst 30 zeros of J10(z) − i J11(z) that lie in the fourth quadrant, a
case not previously discussed in the literature. The results are shown in Table 2.
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Table 2
Approximations for the :rst 30 zeros of
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